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Since 1978, Seva Foundation has been a leading innovator in the delivery of vital eye care services to the world’s most vulnerable including women, children, and indigenous peoples.
Seva is headquartered in Berkeley, California, with regional offices in Nepal, Tibet and Cambodia and partner offices in 11 countries. Seva’s Sight Program works to restore eyesight and prevent blindness in 20 countries around the globe.  

         GLOBAL BLINDNESS & LOW-VISION:
· 285 million people are visually impaired worldwide - of those, 39 million are blind.
· The number one cause of treatable blindness worldwide is cataract.
· 80% of all visual impairment can be avoided or cured. 
· 90% of the world's visually impaired people live in developing countries. 
· With an increasing elderly population in many countries, age-related blindness is increasing throughout the world. 65% of all who are visually impaired are age 50 and older. 
· Every five seconds, someone in the world goes blind. A child goes blind every minute.

· 500,000 children become blind every year.


· Half of children who become blind die within one year. 

· Nearly 17 million children with visual impairment lack visual aids, eyeglasses, or services to help them function. 

· Less than 15% of children with disabilities in developing countries have access to education.
· Women account for 2/3rds of all people with blindness.

· If women received cataract surgery at the same rate as men, global visual impairment and blindness caused by cataracts would be reduced by 11%

         SEVA'S GLOBAL IMPACT:

· In 35 years, Seva has helped restore eyesight to nearly 3.5 million people who were blinded by cataract and other preventable eye conditions.


· Seva serves one million people with vital eye care services annually. This includes providing eye exams, free and low-cost eyeglasses, medication to cure eye diseases and infections, and surgery when needed.


· Seva’s eye care programs serve at-risk communities in 20 countries around the world: Bangladesh, Cambodia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, India, Mexico, Myanmar, Nepal, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Russia, Tanzania, Tibet, Uganda and the United States.

· In regions where the need is greatest, like Cambodia and Tibet, 
Seva-supported programs account for as much as 25-50% of all eye surgeries performed.


· Aurolab, which Seva partnered to help found, is producing 8% of all the synthetic intraocular lenses (IOLs) used by hospitals around the world. These lenses are produced and distributed at a fraction of the previous cost, a key factor in reducing the overall cost of cataract surgery.


· With a focus on financial sustainability, Seva has helped to create eye care systems that today have grown to be some of the most celebrated hospitals and eye care institutions in the world. 
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