Seva Foundation

TRANSFORMING LIVES BY RESTORING SIGHT
Seva’s vision is a world free of blindness. Seva is a leading innovator in the delivery of
vital eye care services to the world’s most vulnerable, including women, children, and
indigenous peoples.
Restoring sight relieves suffering and reduces poverty. Since 1978, Seva has:
•

Helped 4 million people who were blind regain their sight.

•

Provided sight-saving surgeries, eyeglasses, medicine and other eye care services to
tens of millions of people in need.

•

Supported the development of self-sustaining eye care programs for underserved
communities in 20 countries.

Every year, Seva funds programs that provide eye care to 1 million of the world’s most
marginalized people.

According to the World Bank, restoring
sight is one of the most cost-effective
health interventions to reduce poverty.

Why Sight?
An estimated 217 million people in the world are vision impaired and
36 million people are blind. 75% of all blindness and vision impairment
can be prevented or cured. According to the World Bank, restoring sight
is one of the most cost-effective health interventions to reduce poverty.
Blindness affects individuals, families, and the community. It keeps people trapped in
poverty. Restoring one person’s sight gives two people their lives back: the person who
was blind and their caregiver.
Although more than half of people living with blindness and visual impairment are women
and girls, they only receive one-third of eye care services worldwide. Seva is committed

to making eye care accessible for women and girls.

Seva prevents and treats blindness in children. According to USAID, half of children who
become blind die within one year. Children who have their vision restored are given

an average of 50 years of sight.
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WHO IS BLIND?

36 million people worldwide are blind.

1.4 MILLION
ARE CHILDREN

2 OUT OF 3 ARE
WOMEN AND GIRLS

90% LIVE IN
DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES

WHERE DO THEY LIVE?

89% live in low-income countries.

75% OR TREATABLE
OF BLINDNESS IS PREVENTABLE

H OW S E VA H E L P S :

Surgery

Safe and effective cataract
surgery restores sight for $50

Medicine

To prevent blindness and
treat eye disease

Glasses
To correct refractive error

Infrastructure

Training, equipment, vision
centers and outreach

With treatment, more than 25 million blind people
globally could have their sight restored.

S E VA F O U N D AT I O N FA C T S H E E T

S E VA . O R G

3

A Sustainable Solution
Seva’s programs have reduced the cost of cataract surgery to just $50 and have been
instrumental in making eye care available to the global poor. Seva provides:
•

Training for local doctors and community outreach personnel

•

Updated eye care technology and techniques

•

A financially sustainable model that leverages sliding-scale patient fees to ensure
everyone has access to care regardless of ability to pay
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Charlotte Pierce
510-845-7382 x334
cpierce@seva.org
www.seva.org
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